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EMPLOYMENT

In 1982, employment in government departments, semi-government insti-
tutions (public co-operations and statutory boards) and the organised private sector
(private enterprises contributing to.the Employees Provident Fund) increased about
34,000 ‘or2.1 per cent. This-‘increase in employment excludes the unorganised
sectors such a§ tradmonal agrrcultural mmmg and”™ quarryrng, self employed and
construction.
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The annual survey of employment conducted by the Central Bank, revealed
that employment in the government sector rose by 1 per cent or 4,337 as against an
increase of 5,389 or 1.1 per cent in 1981. In the semi-government sector, the
creation of new job opportunmes amounted to 4,035 compared with 9,077 in 1981
This is only a 0.52 per cent increase compared to an 1.2 per cent increase in 1981.

.. Employment in:the organised private ‘sector increased by 25,625 this yeat
when compared.t0'26,156in-1981. « (provisional Employees Provident. Fund data).
Enterprises coming undér the Greater Colombo Economic - Cominission -incréaséd
employment by 5,005 in 1982, brmgmg the total number presently employed in GCEC
orgamsatlons to 24 926 persons " The employment level in the orgamsed prrvate
sector reveals a srgmﬁcant 1ncrease compared to that of government and sem-govem—
ment employment Declstons taken to hmlt government expendrture w1th1n the
budget allocation and lnmtatrons unposed on credrt expansion in the semi-government
sector may well be' some of the. reasons lnmtrng increase’ memployment in these
~sectors. S e e R S :

The total Jnumher of new employment created over the last ﬁve years penod
from 1978 to . 1982 -outside “the unorgamsed pnvate sector amounted to 352 654
according-to-the available datd. - .0 w1 . &

PRICES

. A feature of th,e pnce behavrour in . 1982 was the srgmﬁcant deceleratlon
in pnces Both the Colombo Consumers’ Price. Index computed: by the Depart-
ment of Census and Statistics and the Wholesale Price Index computed by the
‘Central Bank mdlcated that price increases ‘were srgmﬁcantly Jess in' 1982 than in
‘prévious’ years The ‘Colombo: ‘Consumers’ Price Index mcreased by only -10.8 per
Cent compared toan'18 per cent increase in the previous year. In fact, the decelération
in 1982 consumer prices. is better indicated by the fact that ona point to point basis,
:the December 1982 index.was.only 5:4 per. cent higher than in- December 1981..: The
-Wholesale ‘Price: Index . increased by-only. 5.5 per cent’ compa‘red ‘to a ¥7-per cent
‘increase-in'1981:- These-inéreases were the lowest in' recent -yéars as showu in
Table 1.30. S



