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In 1966, the Central Bank commenced an island-wide sample survey to collect
data on the cost of production of paddy in Ceylon. Such basic information on
paddy production has not been collected so far on any systematic basis. A t
present, apart from results of controlled field experiments, we have only a general
idea of the relationship between individual inputs and the resulting paddy yields
in the country as a whole. More precise and quantitative data will assist in the
analysis of the relative importance of labour, capital, fertilizer and other inputs
and in planning for increased paddy yields in Ceylon.

A sample of about 3,000 plots was chosen by taking 600 villages spread over
all the 22 districts and drawing 5 plots from each selected village. The number
of plots chosen from each district was related both to the area under cultivation
and the number of plots in the district.

A comprehensive questionnaire was drawn up, with the assistance of the '
Department of Agriculture, to elicit information on all components of the cost of
production of paddy, at all the stages from preparatory tillage of the soil to disposal
of output. A draft questionnaire was tried out on some plots in the Kurunegala
District during the Yala season in 1966 and suitable modifications were made in it.

In the final form, the questionnaire sought information under 20 different
heads. In a general section, information was sought about the cultivator's back
ground, ownership of land, taxes and other payments made during the season,
reasons for not using improved methods of cultivation, indebtedness and source
of credit, and the stock of capital goods in use. In the next section, expenditure
on hired labour, ' A t t a n ' labour, own labour and on buffaloes and tractors, as
well as the number of man-days of labour utilized were enumerated for each opera
tion, at each stage of cultivation, viz., preparatory tillage (first and second plough
ing, puddling, harrowing, plastering bunds, constructing drains, etc.); nursery
preparation (preparing nursery, applying fertilizer, sowing, weeding and irrigation);
planting (broadcasting, transplanting, etc.); weeding (hand and rotary weeding,
applying weedicides); manuring, pest control and harvesting, (harvesting, threshing,
winnowing, bagging). In another section, data was sought on quantities and cost
of materials purchased (seed paddy, fertilizers, weedicides etc.) as well as the
imputed value of materials obtained free, and on transport costs. Finally, details
of capital expenditure during the season were required.

The survey was started in October 1966 to cover the Maha season and is now
proceeding. Food Production Overseers of the Department of Agriculture are
assigned the work of interviewing the cultivators of the selected plots .at the differ
ent stages of cultivation and collecting the data to complete the questionnaire.
Agricultural Instructors of the Department of Agriculture and Central Bank officers
are supervising the field work, which will be completed by about April 1967.
After tabulation and analysis of the data, the report on the survey is expected
to be ready later in the year.

