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(K) PRIVATE INVESTMENT SURVEY

In December of this year the Central Bank commenced an all-island
survey of private investment. This survey will collect -information about
private foreign investment and private local investment in Ceylon.

.The non-availability of reliable statistics on private investment is a serious
handicap in the preparation of good estimates of national income, in planning
for economic development and in economic research studies. A knowledge of
the sectoral "investment pattern, its behaviour over time and its distribution
between regions, which is so necessary for planning, can be built up on the
basis of such statistics.” The need for reliable statistics on investment is even
greater today than before, because of the advances that are taking place in the
field of import substitution.

The survey will collect data on new investments by companies, non-
company .industrial establishments, non-company estates, non-company
service and financial establishments, rural households, fisher families,
urban households and construction of residential buildings. All the sectors of
the economy such as agriculture, industry, trade and services will be covered.
There will be a census of investments by companies. The estimate of investments
by other establishments will be made from a sample survey of such
establishments.

The information on investment asked for is for the penod 1st April 1963
to 31st March 1964.

The questionnaires to companies and various establishments have been sent
by post, and if necessary, this-will be followed up with the assistance and
guidance of the trained investigators. The companies and other establishments
were requested to entrust the task of answering these questionnaires to responsible
accounts officers who have a knowledge of the investments of the establishments
(so that no item of investment, however small, may be left out).

Investments in small agricultural holdings, cottage industries, fishing and
other types of rural investments will be obtained by directly interviewing a
sample of households selected at random from among the rural household
sector. Trained investigators of the Central. Bank completed the survey of
households of fishermen in December 1964. The survey of rural: households is
now under way.




