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Industry Background

* While the handloom tradition has been prevalent in Sri Lanka for over 2500 years, the
Sri Lankan batik industry is a rather young one having begun in the 1970s.

* Although both industries had been particularly lucrative around the 1970s and in the
1990s, industry participants and the Export Development Board (EDB) confirm that
export revenue has stagnated at around US dollars 1.0 mn for the past decade.

* Revival of interest in these industries:
» ‘Gami Liyata Rate Saviya’ proposal (Vistas of

Prosperity and Splendour)
» State Ministry of Batik, Handloom Fabric & Local

Apparel Products
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Global Trends

Fig: Top 10 Exporters of Textiles - 2019
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Key Exporters of Handloom and Artisanal Textiles: .
* Globally comparable statistics on ‘Handlooms’ or ‘Batiks’ are relatively

- India difficult to find due to HS codes being available for ‘Woven’ products
- Bangladesh which include both hand and machine woven products

- Imemesie ) ) * A new HS Code has been recently introduced in Sri Lanka for
- South American countries ‘Handlooms’ and ‘Batiks’
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Value Chain/Production Framework

Markets
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Industry Participants

Batiks Handlooms

- Key Exporters
- Selyn Exporters Pvt Ltd
- Barbara Sansoni Exports Pvt Ltd
- Kandygs Handlooms Exports Ltd
- IC Collection Pvt Ltd
- Asian Fabrics Ltd
- Ko Lanka Pure Silks Pvt Ltd
- Suntex Handloom Industries
- Kelani Fabrics
- 962 private producers including SMEs and large
enterprises
- 08 Provincial Councils own 771 production centres

Sonali Dharmawardena
(Vipula Dharmawardena)
Eric Suriyasena
Aluvihara Tapestries
(Ena de Silva)
Buddhi Batiks

o~

Buddhi Batiks

BAREFOOT

@ Industry provides employment to around 15,000
persons, d substantial portion of whom are women

Eric Su@mm Batiks | KANDYGS
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Contemporary Global Trends

* Increased consumer awareness about ‘Fair Trade’
* Companies are required to drive income sustainability, community and
individual well-being, empowerment, and environmental stewardship.
* Include requirements around worker's rights, fair labor practices, and
responsible land management.

* Rising incomes has led to changes in consumer preference away from ‘mass
produced’ products to ‘niche’ products of an artisanal nature

* Growing interest in ‘Green Living’ and ‘Slow Fashion’ in the wake of COVID-19
* Several governments are pushing for a revival of local artisanal products as

they are village-centric, enable the thriving of indigenous cultures and
tradition and the upliftment of rural households.

* Development of the Industry can help countries in achieving milestones _ a’ffnf‘”/g_{_/f{{ 2

relating to the Sustainable Development Goals
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Strengths to be capltallsed

Sri Lanka has a long standing heritage of handlooms. Although the art of batik is relatively new, Sri
Lanka has already carved a niche for itself in this arena with its unique designs and its commitment to
‘waxed’ batik rather than the block printed variants available from India and Bangladesh.

* Ample number of weavers and artisans are currently available in the public sector and training
opportunities relating to the craft are widely available through several government institutions.

* Niche and advanced training is available
* Focused training on the crafts of Sri Lanka, including handloom weaving, batiks, Beeralu lace, and
Ao D other artisanal products and how they may be customized to global needs
* Provides training on other aspects of the value chain, including marketing, brand building and
advertising which will be essential for the future.
* AOD (key educational provider) owns platforms that showcase work of individual and growing
designers: Fashion Market and Urban Island

ACADEMY or DESIGN COLOMBO

* With Sri Lanka reopening tourism, the batik and handloom sector can be a key attraction as an advocate of ‘slow
and sustainable’ lifestyle.

* SriLanka has a huge local market that can be easily tapped into especially with the recent establishment of a
dedicated State Ministry and the widespread restrictions on textile imports.

* Batik and Handlooms are not just about Sarees! Demand for furnishings, such as curtains, towels and other products
such as bags and face masks using these textiles is fast growing.
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Industry Goes Beyond Sarees!

This ceiling of multiple batik panels is found at Cinnamon
Bentota! This is a reproduction of the original that was
done in 1967 by Ena De Silva and Geoffrey Bawa. This
second iteration was carried out in 1994 by the same
craftspeople under the guidance of Chandra Aluvihare,
Director of the Aluvihare Heritage Centre and architect
Amila de Mel and Designer Roshan Rajapakse

» e o
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Handloom fabric covered the original ceiling of the
Peacock Salon and Bar in 1967 at Cinnamon Bentota.
The renovation went back to archival records of both
the Bawa trust and Barefoot to recreate a ceiling
closely matched to the original
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Barriers to Sri Lanka’s Success in the Batik & Handloom Industry

Ageing of Craftspeople and Exit of
Younger Generations

Unutilised looms and excessive
craftspeople in the public sector

Taxes on essential imports, e.g. yarn
and dyes

Price headlock from public sector

Export promotion opportunities are
limited

Lack of online presence thereby
limiting market reach

Unattractive appeal of Industry in the
Labour Market

Limited weavers and infrastructure in
the private sector

Labour shortage pertaining to sales
staff

Poor local awareness about local
handloom heritage and products

Difficult to innovate and expand due
to lack of specialized labour

Lack of a focused strategy or vision

for the industry
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India’s Online Presence

= FREE SHIPPING! on orders above Rs. 990

1,
%ANDS on

Dastkar

TEXTILES »

Dastkar Sarees
= Default sorting v

2
-

Handmade for your home - Explore our range of home furnishings

ME SHOP ABOUTUS BLOG STORELOCATOR CONTACTUS

. Easy to drape, Light in weight
and are perfect for
any occasion!

SOFT SILK SAREES

craft it :
yourself

e of fabrics for apparel
to create your own style

Contact Us: infohandsondastkarcom

ve

00

Paypal  JAYPORE

CLOTHING

MAYUKHA : KORVAI KANJIVARAMS

Celebrate Love With Flat 14% off Minimum Purchase Of $199 (CODE: FEBRUARY) *T&C Apply

Of Juttis
& JUBILANCE

[ TAGGED

Handicraft

Easy 7 Day Retums* { ¥ Cash on Delivery* | B Prices Inclusive of Shipping Excopt Grocery ¢ #» Shipped Across 150 Countries
) ) ‘TI'R -
| US LI == usp

Cralted Luxury

Home

WHAT'S NEW PRISM PARISERA BLOGS

DECOR & UTILITIES
A HOME FOR YOUR PERFECT GETAWAY

India has been a land of rich in
culture and religion. Art has been an
very integral force in our culture
depicting various testimony to
famous idols, landmarks and
manuscripts. Going by time, there
have been images that indicate the -
usage of artworks in various forms

including decor, portraits across .
doorways, guest rooms. So
the traditional painting also depict

the historical significant elements of
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Sri Lanka’s Online Presence

Google

e

C @& lakselalk

LAKSELA

BROWSE CATEGORIES

Electronics

Phones & Tabs

Home & Kitchen

Health & Beauty

Home & Furniture

Baby &Kids

Daily Deals

buy sri lankan saree online X § Q

Q Al [ images [ videos @ News @ Maps i More Settings  Tools

About 8,550,000 results (0.77 seconds)

Ad - www.mirraw.com/sarees/offers ~
Saree Online Shopping Sri Lanka - $3 Stitching. Buy 1 Get 3 Free

Get 50000+ Elegant Sarees Upto 70% Off. Reasonable Prices. Best Quality. Shop Now! Get
Range of Traditional Wear For Women, Men & Kids Upto 70% Off. Free Shipping. Buy Now!
Valentine's Sale Is Live. Assured 100% Cashback. Free Shipping. Upto 70% Off Sitewide.

Sarees Under LKR5000 Sarees Under LKR10000
Get Huge Variety Of Designer Sarees Get Stylish Sarees @ Lowest Prices.
Best Quality. Low Prices. Shop Now! High Quality Guaranteed. Shop Now!
Party Wear Sarees Sarees - Flat 50% Off

Get Stylish Party Sarees @ Mirraw ™ Bestselling Sarees @ Flat 50% Off.
Unique & Trendy Designs. Shop Now! Finest Range From Leading Designers

Ad - www.laveena.lk/ ¥

Laveena Online Store - Laveena Sarees Srilanka
Over 35 years of experience! All our products are ideal for Office wear | Party wear etc. Laveena
is a local manufacturer of Lanka Batiks.
Western Wear - Laveena Sarees - About Us - Contact us - Customer Support
§ 843 Aluthmawatha Road, Colombo - 0112 520 557 - Hours & services may vary
r e *»0

f9Y O in © £ NWSETTER CONTACTUS
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SPECIAL OFFER

Shop Our Story

VALENTINE'S DAY
SHOP IS OPEN

TREAT YOURSELF THIS VALENTINE'S DAY WITH OUR
CURATED COLLECTIONS AND STAND A CHANCE TO SAVE

Upto

above LKR 10,000

Fair Trade

Corporate

Foundation
My Account Q 40.00

Unity,
Traditions
& Love.

COLLECTION!

SHOP NOW

URBAN ISLAND a0

About Shop OurStores Contact Valentines Promo

Despite the relative ease of having online presence (considering
the high internet penetration in the country!), Sri Lankan
handloom and batik enterprises (both private and public) have

VERY POOR online presence!
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Way Forward

Public weaving
centers to be

Reduce tax barriers on

) tendered to Private ) essential imports such
sector on a as yarn and dyes to
Government competitive basis increase
involvement to Public employment = competitiveness
facilitate participation programs can
at encompass
trade fairs and employment in Batik
exhibitions and Handloom

Industry

Continue import
restrictions and view
industry as a KEY
import substituting
industry




Way Forward

i

,

Incorporate industry
into tourism agenda 3
of country while
facilitating exports

5 Training in crafts to 5
begin at school level

and extend training o URGENTLY
Establish quality to NVQ levels Strong public-private create a
Standards and a CO"aboration iS needed . . .
‘Handloom Mark’ to to move ahead with National Vision

required innovation for the Industry

increase authenticit
M and design intervention

and recognition




Warph and l!hm o} Love

MADE IN SRILANKA
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